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There is no greater need in Mississippi to-day than
more first class swine, unless it be better methods of

caring for those we already have. No system of farming
has ever paid, or ever can pay, which does not give the
hog a most important place in the economy of the farm.
Until recently the people of the South have seemed to ignore this important fact, and even now are too feebly impressed with the necessity for the production of more and

Of late, however, many have
better pork at less cost.
been taking more interest in swine breeding and feeding.
This recently awakened and rapidly increajsing interest in
raising, and a general lack of knowledge on the part
of many farmers as to the proper selection, care and feeding of swine so as to obtain the most profitable results, is
the reason for issuing this bulletin.
Always keepmg in mind that the "destiny of the hog
is the pork barrel," and that the sole object in swine breeding is the production of a hog that will make the greatest
amount of the best pork at the least cost for feed, we will
first describe the different breeds and then briefly consider
In our descriptions we
their selection, care, and feeding.
hog, and immediatethe
best
type
of
constitutes
what
give
desirable
points,
the
indicate those
enumerating
ly after
are
most
frequently
features
which
met with.
objectionable

hog

POLAND-CHINA.
Description.

Head and

—

Face. Head short and wide; jaws
Face short, smooth, and wide between the eyes;
tapering from eyes to point of nose and very slightly dished.
Objections. Head long, narrow, and coarse. Pace
long, straight, and narrow between the eyes; nose coarse.
1.

broad.

—

.
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crooked, or dished as much as a Berkshire; lower jaw extending beyond upper.

—

2.
Eyes. Large, prominent, bright, and free from
wrinkles or fat surrounding them.
Objections. Small, dull, bloodshot, shrunken, and
vision impaired by wrinkles, fat, and other causes.

—

—

3.
Ears. Small, thin, soft, and attached to the head
by a short and small knuck; tips pointing forward and
slightly outward and the forward half drooping, but full}^
under the control of the animal; both of the same position,
size, and shape.

—

Objections. Straight, stiff, coarse, large; long or
large knuck; drooping close to face, swinging and flabby;
difference in form, size, and position.

— Wide, deep, short, and arched from poll
Objections. — Long and slender.
Jowl. — Pull, smooth, firm, and carrying fullness

4.

Neck.

to shoulder.

•

5.

to shoulder and so low that lower line will be on a line
with the breastbone when the head is carried level.
Objections. Thin, flabby, or deeply wrinkled.
Chest. Large, w^ide, and deep, indicating plenty
7.
or room for vital organs; showing a large girth just back
of the shoulders; not less than six inches between the legs
of full growm hog; breastbone extending a little in front of
legs and on a line with the belly.
Objections. Flat or narrow at either end of breast-

back

—
—

—

bone.

—

Back and'Loin. Broad, straight or slightly arch8.
carrying the same width from shoulder to ham; free
from creases, that is, surface smooth; shorter than lower
belly line; same width as shoulders and hams.
Objections. Narrow, creased back of shoulders showing deficiency in "heart" girth; swayed or humped; width
ed,

—

at side not as great as at shoulder or

hams

9.
Sides and Ribs.— Sides full, smooth, firm, and
deep, carrying size evenly to lower belly and between

.
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shoulder and ham. Ribs strong and well sprung at top and
bottom giving the animal a square outline.
Objections. Plat, thin, flabby, and not as full at bottom as top; drawn in at shoulder so as to pr-oduce crease or
tucked up in flank.
10. Belly and Flank. Wide, straight, and full and
dropping as low at flanks as at chest; flanks full and out
even with surrounding portions of body.
Objections. Belly narrow or flabby. Flanks thin or
tucked up.
Hams broad, deep, and full;
11. Hams and Rump.
should be as broad at point of hips as at swell of the ham
Buttocks large and full, and coming well down to point of
Stifle well covered with flesh, making front and
hocks.
Rump should have a rounding
low^er part of ham full.
slope from loin to root of tail; same width as back and
filled out well around the tail.
Objections. Hams narrow and not reaching down to
hocks; lacking in width and plumpness at top or bottom;
Rump narrow, steep
straight from root of tail to hock.
and peaked at root of tail.
12. Legs and Feet.
Legs rather short, straight,
and set well apart and squarely under the body; wide apart
above the knee and hock and well muscled; below knee and
hock hard and smooth; pasterns short and nearly upright.
Feet tough, short, firm, and free from any defect.
Objections. Legs long, slim, coarse, or crooked; pasterns long and oblique showing weakness.
Feet spreading, long, and weak.
13. Tail. Well set on, smooth and tapering, and car-

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

ried in a curl.

— Coarse, long, and hanging straight.
straight, and smooth.
Objections. — Bristles coarse, wavy or curly, standing
ends of hair brown.
15. Color. — Black with white on face or lower jaw\
Objections.
14.

up,

Coat.— Fine,

White on feet and tail tip, and a few clear small white spots
on body not objectionable.
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—

Size. Boars two years old and over, if in good
should weigh not less than 450 lbs. Sows same age
and condition not less than 400 lbs. Boars eighteen months
old in same condition 350 lbs.
Sows same condition and
age not less than 325 lbs. Boars tw^elve months not less
than 275 lbs. and sows not less tvan 250 or 275 lbs.
Objections. Too small or coarse, long, lank or hard
16.

flesh,

—

to fat43en.

17.

Action and Style.

—Action

quick, vigorous,

and graceful. Style attractive with high carriage. In
male testicles of same and medium size and showing plainly.
Objections. Slow, clumsy, difficulty in getting
up when down; low^ carriage and wabbling gait. In males
testicles not easily seen, too large, or of uneven size.
18. Condition. Skin clear of scurf, scales, or sores;
free from lumps or wrinkles; hair soft and in good con-

—

—

dition.

—

Objections. Unhealthy,
skin scaly, wrinkled or
harsh; flesh flabby or too fat for breeding; poor feeders;
deafness partial or total.
Disposition. Quiet, gentle, and easily handled.
19.

—

—
—

Objections. Cross, vicious, restless, or wild.
Disqualifications. Form; upright ears, small chest
and crease back of sholders, deformed or badly crooked
legs, feet broken down so they will not support weight of
ConSize. Not two-thirds proper size for age.
animal.
dition. Excessive fatness, barrenness, or total blindness.

—

—

BERKSHIRES.
In desc ibing what constitutes the proper and objectionable forms of this breed we mention only those points
in which they differ from the Poland- China, as on all other
particulars the same description will fit both breeds.
1.
Face. Well dished.
Objections. Straight.
3.
Ears. Erect and of medium size.
Objections. Drooping and too large or too small.
Black with six white points; that is, white
15. Color.
on face, feet, and tip of tail. Some do not object to a
splash of white on the arm.

—
—
—
—
—
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— Solid black;' black points or white spots
Disqualifications. — Very large and heavy or drooping
Objections.

on body.
ears.

Other disqualifications same as for Poland-China.

DUROC-JERSEYS.

—

Description. The general description as given for
the Poland-China will apply to the Duroc- Jersey, except

where dilferences are noted.
1.
Head and Face. Face nicely dished, about medium between Berkshire and Poland-China.
Objections. Face too straight or too much dished.

—

3.

Ears

—
— Medium

size,

moderately

thin,

pointing

downward, forward, and slightly outw^ard making a slight
curve.

—

Objections. Ver}^ large, too thick, swinging and flabby, not the same in size and position, and not under the
control of the animal.
Color.
15.
Cherry red without other admixtures.
Objections. Very dark red or nearly a brown sha l(\
very pale or light red, pale spots over the body, black flecks
on belly and legs not desirable.

—
—

Disqualifications.
as Poland-China.

—Ears

standing erect, and others

same

CHES TER-WHITES.
Description same as for Poland-China except where
differences are noted.
3.
Ears.
head so as not

ly drooping.

— Medium

size,

not too thick,

to look clumsy, pointing

attached to

forward and slight-

—
—

Objections. Large, coarse, upright, or drooping too
close to the face and not under the control of the animal.
15.
Color. White; blue or black spots not desirable,
but admissible.
Objections.— Any color but white.
DisqualificatLons. Upi'ight ears and those given for

—

Poland-China.

SCORE CARD.
The score card is being used more every day in the
judging of swine, and is certainly a great aid in forming a
comprehensive judgment as to the respective merits of animals.
We have alreadj^ given what is generally accei:)ted
as a description of an ideal hog.
On the score card each of

MISSISSIPPI
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the nineteen parts we have mentioned is given a numerical
value according to what the best judges consider its relative importance. The total number of points given is 100,
and by this standard all hogs are judged. We give it here
more especially to show the relative importance attached
to the different parts of a hog by the National Association
of

Expert Judges of Swine.
Values.

Scale OF Points.
Head and Face
I.
15.

li,yes

i.

Ears

4.
.),

«.
T.

6.

9.

10.

4

2
2
2
2
6

Neck
Jowl
Shouldears
Chest
Back and Loin
Sides and Ribs
Belly and Flank

12
l.>

8

Scale of Points.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
IT.
18.
19..

Values,

Ham

and Rump
Feet and Legs
Tail

10

10
1
2

Xoat
Color

2

Size

5

Action and Style

4

ondition
Disposition

4

t

3

6

Total

100

SELECTION OF BREEDING STOCK.
It

has always been the case that

many people pay

in-

breeding hogs.
This applies to those who are breeding thoroughbreds to
sell as breeders, as well as to those who are breeding for
meat production only. The end of hog is jwrk and no hog
is too good for even the small farmer who produces merely
enough meat for home consumption. Of course there will
always ap:)ear animals of such outstanding individual merit as to keep them from the butcher's block, but that is no
reason why stunted thoroughbreds and other scrubs need
be considered "good enough for meat hogs.
The long legged, lank, and thoroughbred or grade is
not the most profitable hog for the purpose for which a
hog is intended, viz., the production of pork; and if the farmer will but count the cost of making a given amount of
pork from this sort of an animal he will readily see that the
increased cost will more than balance any difference which
Good
existed in the original cost of the breeding stock.
thoroughbreds are neither too good nor too expensive for
••meat hogs." This must be apparent, for the only use to
which a hog can be put is to produce pork, therefore if the
thoroughbred has any superiority over the razor-back it
must be in his greater value for feeding purposes. A gcod
pig at five dollars when two months old is cheaper for feeding purposes than is a scrub costing nothing, and any man
can fully d( monstrate the fact by counting the cost of feed
in relation to their respective values at slaughtering time.
sufficient attention to the selection of their

*
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idea that "anything is good enough for a meat hog" is
costing farmers thousands of dollars annually.
The first thing to be done is to select some one of the
improved breeds. It is not very important which, and our
ticket is ''anything to beat the scrub."
Having selected
the breed we desire to raise, the next thing is to secure
good representatives of that breed. There are two things
to be considered in selecting an animal for breeding purFirst, pedigree; and Second, individual merit.
poses.
It
is generally thought that the time which the farmer would
spend studying the pedigrees of a breed of hogs would be
lost, but no greater mistake could be make.
Certain families in all breeds have become fashionable because they
have shown superior qualities, and it is evident that, other
things being equal, the animal whose ancestors have shown
excellence will be most likely to produce progeny of excelTherefore any person who is going to put money
lence.
into any breed of hogs should know enough about the families of that breed to select those most likely to ])rodu(('
good offspring. To select an animal of high individuc»l
merit requires a knowledge of what constitutes the best
type of the breed. This knowledge can only be oLta'ned
by study, and inspecting good specimens. Because one has
a better hog and a finer looking animal than a razor-back
There a^-e a
is no proof whatever that it is not a scrub.
number of men in Mississippi who offer for sale what they
claim to be the best strains of the different breeds, who do
not know the strains of their respective breeds. In honest
ignorance many of them are inflicting on their equally ignorant customers animals just a little removed from the
razor-back.
This is due to the fact that they Lave bought
their stock from persons w^ho, like themselves, had nev( r
seen the best of the breed, or from breeders who, against
their own interest and the dictates of their ccnsciences,
sold them their "'culls" because they were not wiliing to
Many people place too
pa}^ more than "cuH" prices.
small value on quality in a hog; with them (;ne hog is as
good as anothei-, and so long as he is a thoroughbred and
Sci-uVjs of the
eligible to registration, they are satisfied.
thoroughbred class are numerous, and therefore an animt 1
must bv3 som'^thing more thana thoroughbred. H(» is worth
Most people in Mississip])i
a good price and will bring it.
think ^10.00 a big price for a boar pig three or four months
old, when in truth if he is good enough to save as a bi eec'er he is worth many times that in one year to almc st any

132
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One noted Berkshire breeder in Missouri sold
farmer.
nearly 200 head in 1894 at an average of $45.00 each. Still
I have known men to send him $25.00 with the request that
he send them in exchange a "first class pig," and when they
failed to get such were disappointed.
Is it reasonable to
suppose a man will sell a first class pig for about half the
price he gets for his average.
If the prospective purchaser has had sufficient experience to know what constitutes a first class animrJ, and can
make the purchase after a personal inspection of the stock,
he may find some young and unknown breeder who will sell
him a first class animal in breedmg and quality for from
§12.50 to 125.00; but if he has not had this requiste experience, or must buy by mail order, then the only safe plan is
to buy of some well known breeder and pay a good price,
say from 125.00 to $50.00 At present a great many in the
South are sending North for first class pigs, but owing to
the fact that they are not willing to pay first class prices,
Our state is serving as
are getting scrubs at scrub prices.
a "dumping ground" for inferior animals of the northern
breeders because we are unwilling to pay the prices that
An inferior animal is too
good animals will command.
dear for breeding purposes at any price, while a good one
From $25.00 to $50,00 is
is cheap at any reasonable figure.
considered a price beyond the reach of ordinary farmers.
This is true to a certain extent, but any neighborhood will
furnish five men who can afford to pay $10.00 each for a boar,
and one boar will do the work required by five average
One boar will be able to get at least 100 pigs each
farmers.
If these pigs are v/orth 50 cents more each at killing
year.
time than those from the scrub now in use. he has paid for
himself the first year. This is a plain statement, and yet
few will act upon it. The truth is that these pigs will be
worth -from $2.00 to $10.00 more at killing time, and will
have consumed

less food.

A

The Type of Boar to be Selected.— pig less than
four or five months should not be selected, as before that
age it is impossible to form a sufficiently accurate opinion
The breeding boar should be
as to his future development.
of medium size, smooth build, straight strong legs, short
Particular attention
neck, and heavy compact body.
should be paid to the quality rather than the size. The
shoulders should not be the largest part of the body, because not the most valuable. Proceeding from the head to
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the hcims the meat gradually increases in value, hence the

hams should be large in proportion to the rest of the body.
The side that fits a straight-edge from shoulder to ham, and
a back that is broad and straight, belong to the ty|)e of hog
we want. At six months he should weigh 150 lbs. and at
one year 300 lbs. and this is not too fat for breeding jourpoHe should be active but not restless, and vigorous but
ses.
not vicious.

The coarse, long legged, and long bodied hog so much
sought for by many, is not a profitable breeder, no matter
how long bodied he may be, nor how much he may weigh
when a year and a half old. The compact type shows
great superiority in converting a given amount of feed into
pork, and especially should all coarseness be avoided in a
He should be selected from a large litter, say of not
boar.
less than eight of even quality, for his progeny is likely to
be near the average of the litter he is from. His mother
should be a mature sow, and of tested qualities as a brood
sow and suckler. This test is important, as to have gcod
pigs they must get plenty of milk when young.
The Type of Brood Sow to be Selected. The boood
sow may be of a little larger and coarser type than the boar
By all
if she possess the other requisite qualifications.
means should the "dumpy" or "China" build be avoided,
but this does not mean that the other extreme is any less
In short she should be of a compact, firm
objectionable.
build but should possess size enough to be able to carry and
To be a good brood
support a good large litter of pigs
The milking qualisow^ means that she is a good suckler.
ty runs in strains in sows, as in cows, and no sow should be
selected to breed from that is not of a deep milking family.
Her disposition should be of the best, as it may enable one
to save many a pig that an irritable sow would kill.
She
should be one of a litter of not less than eight, and from a
mature sire and dam. An animal that is in any way defective or delicate should be excluded from the breeding herd,
an i in a sow especially is vigorous health and a good appe-

—

.

With a litter of eight to ten pigs to feeds
tite necessary.
her digestive powers will be taxed to the utmost, if the pig,
are not to suffer.

CARE OF THE BOAR.
In another place we shall discuss the feeding of breeding stock, therefore in this connection we shall merely consider the care of the boar from pighood up to maturity and

134
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during the time he is kept from service. At about four or
months old he should be separated from any females

five

that are likely to

come

in heat.

By

all

means keep the

boar in a lot by himself. He should no more be allowed to
run with the sows than a stallion with mares. It is not too
great an expense to do this, but on the other hand, it is the
greatest economy. It will save feed for both sows and
boar, if kept free from the excitement that always occur
when they run together, and they will keep in better condition on much less food.
It pays because the boar can be
kept in better condition and will therefore get more and
better pigs.
Again if the sow is put with the boar to be
bred, the exact time of farrowing can be calculated, the
sows watched and more of the pigs saved. It is better for
both sow and boar to permit only one service instead of allowing them to run together for two or three days and
nights.
The sow will have more and better pigs, and the
boar will keep in better condition for service. At four
months the boar should be put in a lot of not less than a
quarter of an acre. The fence should be such as to preclude the possibility of his getting out, for on this depends
the ease with which he can be kept in after life. Every
time he gets out it will require a better fence to confine him
afterwards.
Keeping in too close a lot is almost as bad as
allowing him to run with the sows. He does not get sufficient exercise to keep his muscles in good condition, and
the result is he becomes inactive, lazy, and a bad performer.
By all means keep the boar pig from any sows until he
is at least eight, and if possible, until he is ten months old.
I know it is useless to advise the average man to keep a
choice boar until he is eight months old before using him
but it would pay him to do so. If used too young he becomes restless and does not grow well, and his development and future usefulness are thereby impaired. A matured boar in vigorous health will get much better pigs
than can be hoped for from an immature pig. His lot
should contain shade, and an open shed or trees will serve
the purpose. In winter a comfortable house should be provided.
One eight feet square with a good roof, and closed
on three sides, the south side being left open, will serve the
purpose well. Unless the ground is exceptionally well
drained, and great care be taken to keep it free from dust,
a plank floor is best.
The animal heat of the body is kept
up by the burning of the food eaten, therefore if the hogs
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are not sheltered more food is required. It costs less to
keep a hog warm v;ith lumber than with corn, and it will
pay to shelter him. He needs but little shelter in winter,
but needs that little very much. If this sort of treatment
is too expensive, then no man can afford to keep a boar, because experience proves it to be the cheapest method. One
boar may be kept in a neighborhood in this manner at a
trilling expense to each of a dozen men, and if such a cooperative system could be practiced by our farmers a first
class boar will pay for himself in one season, even though
he cost what seems the large price of ff50.00.

MANAGEMENT OF THE BROOD
When

SOW.

four months old she should not be associated
with uncastrated males. She should not be bred until she
is at least one year old.
This is important, for no young
sow can suckle a litter of pigs and grow at the same time.
Let her get her growth before her constitution is taxed
with the suckling of a litter of pigs. If, as is customary,
she is starved and only about half the size she ought to be
at ten months old, and is then forced to raise a litter of five
or six pigs, we cannot expect her to do the pigs justice, nor
to develop into the square even bodied specimen w^e so much
admire. A mature sow in good condition will raise a litter
of pigs, five or six in number, that will be worth more to feed
or breed than two large litters from a young, lean, half
starved sow. Therefore do not ask her to suckle a litter
until she is at least sixteen months old.
When bred she
should be kept growing right up to farrowing time. During the first two months she may be fed liberally, if given
food of a bone and muscle making kind. During the next
two months she should be kept growing a little, but not
pushed. During the whole time, or at least up to within a
week of farrowing, she should be allowed to run in pasture,
or a large lot.
A week before she is due to farrow, which
will be about 106 days after breeding
for the period of
gestation in a sow is from 113 to 116 days she should be
placed in a small lot. in w^hich is the farrowing pen. She
should be alone and disturbed as little as possible. During
this week the food should be small in quantity, and of such
a nature as to keep the bowels loose.
In Mississippi it is a
common practice to allow^ the boars to run with the sows,
and the breeder therefore does not know when his sows
will farrow.
He allows them to run with other hogs and
furnishes them no special place to farrow. Then when the

—

—
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cire killed by other hogs, laid upon by the mother, or
smothered in an improper nest, he bewails his hard luck(?)
and the unprofitableness of hog raising. His bad luck, as
usual, is bad management, the result of laziness or ignorance.
If it pays to keep a sow to raise pigs, it certainly
does not pay to let those pigs die, when a little attention
might save them. As before stated the sow should be put
about a week
in a small lot
in which is a farrowing pen
before farrowing. This pen should be about ten feet square
and closed to make it comfortable in winter, and open for
the same reason in summer. Running around the sides of
the building about six inches above the floor and parallel
with it, a plank about ten inches wide should be spiked.
This w^ill give the piggies a place of safety where the mothThis alone will
er can neither crush nor smother them.
save enough pigs to pay for the whole house, or pen. In
winter a little short or fine bedding may be allowed, but in
summer the bare floor or ground is preferable. Many a
man, out of kindness, gives his sow^ a large bed, thereby
furnishing her means of smothering the young. If the sow
is worth keeping she is worth watching at farrowing time.
A man who for any reason is not in actual attendance when
the sow is farrowing, should not have the care of stock, as
many a pig may be saved by a little care at this time. If it
is very cold the pigs should be taken from the sow and placed in a basket filled with rags, or something similar, to
keep them warm. Shortly after the pigs are all born, they
should be put back with their mother. I am aware that
most farmers consider this too much trouble, and I agree
that this time would not be well spent in the caring for
razor backs, but if one has hogs worth feeding, he should
give them such attendance, as the loss of a litter of pigs is
the loss of considerable money. We are, in the South, not
sufficiently accustomed to looking after the details to make

pigs

—

—

stock raising successful, for the successful raising of stock,
above all other things, require close personal attention to
the details of management and feeding. For the first three
weeks after farrowing the sow should be confined to the
lot.
During the first week she should receive little more
than enough to sustain her, and nothing should be fed that
From the
is calculated to produce a large flow of milk.
end of the first w^eek to the end of the third week the food
should be gradually increased, and from the time the pigs
are four months old until they are weaned the sow should
get all the milk producing food she will eat. If the feed
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has been gradually increased she will not lose her appetite,
It requires more care than skill in
as so often happens.
It is important that the milk supfeeding- the brood sow.
ply be increased in proportion to the increased capacity of
the pigs to consume it. If the sow be fed too much when
the pigs are young, too much milk is taken by them and
"scours" or diarrhoea is the result, while if not enough is
given, when the pigs become older they fail to grow as
they should, and it must be remembered that it is extremely doubtful whether any pig that is stunted in its growth
w^hen young ever pays for its feed. The feed for the brood
sow at first may consist of house slops, and a little dry grain,
but not later than the tenth day we must begin to feed for
the production of that milk supply needed to sustain the
proper growth of the litter. The feed to be given is skimmed milk, wheat bran, or shorts, ground Avheat, oats, or
peas, and some green fodder, preferably red clover or alShe hould be fed three times a day, and allow^ed all
falfa.
the fresh water she can drink. After four w^eeks she and
her litter should have the run of a good pasture.
No attempt should be made to breed her until after the
pigs are weaned. This should be done when they are about
two months old, and the sow will almost invariably take
the boar inside of a week. This enables her to produce two
litters in a j^ear which can be done to the best advantage in
^

this climate.

CARE OF THE

PIGS.

During the first three days of the pig's life he requires
failure to give this attention usually
close attendance.
If
results in the daath of one or more of the youngsters.
the board be put in the pen as before described to protect
them, and not much bedding, and that of a short fine material be allowed the sow, little danger from "overlying" or
smothering need be anticipated. The sovv' and pigs should
be disturbed as little as possible for the first few days, but
sufficient attention should be given them to see that all
the pigs suck, and if the stock is to be sold for breeding
purposes it will often be necessary to treat the tails of the
young pigs to keep them from falling off'. It is generally
thought that this falling off of the tails is due to cold and
dampness. This is not so, as they suffer in the dryest September just the same. It is a disease, but one easily combatted.
We have found washing the tails in a strong solution of Boro-glyceride most effectual, but any grease, es-
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pecially if it has mixed with it a little carbolic acid, will do
the work. The application should be made once a day for
the first three or four days.
During the first few days the pigs should be confined
to the farrowing pen, or at most, allowed to run in a small
dry lot. They will do better to be confined to the lot until
they are at least three weeks old. Just as soon as the pig
shows a disposition to eat he should be encouraged in so
doing.
A small place should be cut off from the lot so as
to allow the pigs, but not the mother, to enter, and in this
little lot should be a shallow feed trough.
If the pigs are
getting plenty of milk from the mother, as they will provided she is a good brood sow and is well fed, there is nothing better than soaked corn. Dry hard corn will soon make
their teeth sore.
An abundance of this soaked corn should
be provided, but what is left should be removed at least
twice a day and fresh corn put in. If a little sweet skim
milk can be given with care, we think it will add to the
growth of the pigs. This may be continued until weaning
time, when a decided change in the feed becomes necessary.
This is the most critical period of the pig's life, and on his
management at this time largely depends his future usefulness. If checked in his growth he will probably not recover soon enough to give the best results whether kept to
grace(?) the breeding herd or to fill the pork barrel.
It takes a genius to manage a pig properly at this time
without milk. It certainly requires great care and a vaWith ground oats and shorts,
riety of good foods at least.
or wheat, and clover or alfalfa, judiciously but freely fed,
good results may be obtained, but it will be found much
easier to grow good pigs if plenty of milk is obtainable.
Here in Mississippi we can have red clover or alfalfa or
some similar green food for ou.* pigs, and with this, corn
meal and skim milk mixed makes an excellent food. They
should be given this in abundance. It is a mistake to supWe
pose that a pig will get too fat on this sort of food
must feed well if we are to get early maturity, and the
most profitable results. It is not wise to feed too many
pigs together, not more than ten, and then only when these
are about the same size and age, and when the trough is so
constructed that any may eat without much interference
from others. The Wood Dale cast iron pig trough, out of
which eight can eat, is the best thing we have ever used in
the shape of a trough. These troughs are easy to keep
.
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clean,

139
it

should be

THE FEEDING OF BREEDING ANIMALS.
Early maturity is the result of freedom from hardships, and
an abundance of nutritious food. The aim of the breeder
has been to produce a hog- that would mature at the earliest
possible period of his life, and by careful attention to selection, care, and feeding much has been accomplished in that
To perpetuate this quality much care and food
direction.
are necessary. Without, these acquired characters are easil}^ lost and the animal quickly reverts to his original conNature has made it possible for our southern dodition.
mesticated animals to procure a good share of their food
from their pastures during the whole year; hence, we do
not pay as much attention to feeding as we should to obThe animal that is to be kept for
tain the best results.
breeding parpos3s should receive an abundance of food of
the proper character until it reaches maturity at least.
There is an idea prevalent that the gilts must not by
fed well, or they may become too fat for breeding purposes.
The most noted breeders in America almost univei sally
agree that if fed on the right sort of food there is absolutely no danger of any sow under a year old becoming too fat.
If we desire good growth, fine size, and early maturity the
breeding stock must be fed liberally, not only before one
year old but after. A sow when in good condition, even
what many Mississippians consider too fat, will bring
stronger and better pigs, and suckle them much better than
when thin. It is barely possible that she may not have as
many pigs at a litter, but this is extremely doubtful, and it
is certain that she will have a litter of pigs worth much
more money. The same may be said of the boar. He will
get better pigs when kept in good condition than when
poor.
This is not all, for if one is breeding pigs to sell to
breeders, a litter from a boar and a sow that are too ''fat**
as the people say, will sell for double what the same number, from the same sire and dam, will when thin.
No kind
of stock will sell when in poor liesh.
No person looks
more than once at a thin animai, but all will stop to admire
a slick, plump, and well rounded form. This is universal,
it matters not Avhether the person be a novice, or a veteran
breeder. It theivfore not only pays to feed well, it is doubtful if hog raising can be made profitable with but liberal
feeding.
It will always pa.y to feed the pig- all it can eat.
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and the pig that will eat the most is the one that will pay
the best. What the breeding stock should be fed, is then
the important question. This must be answered by each
breeder according as his facilities for procuring different
One thing is certain, however, and that
feeds may vary.
is that a variety is essential, and in facilities for furnishing
this is just w^here the South excells as a hog raising counHog raisers estimate the value of a pasture at from 25
try.
to 75 23er cent of the food supply, but by a pasture they
mean a good one. In Mississij^pi a pasture may be furnished
the whole year, by careful management. During the summer and fall red clover and alfalfa will furnish the best
For early winter, alfalfa and barley will fill the
food.
need, and for midwinter rye is perhaps the best, v/hile for
late winter and early spring vetch and alfalfa will serve
During the w^et weather of winter, pasturing
admirably.
may be impracticable owing to the injury which will result
This objection does not hold when the land is
to the land.
sandy. A great many have come to regard corn as the legitimate hog food, and too many regard it as the only available grain food. With the pasture above described, fairly good
results may be obtained by merely the addition of a corn
ration, but the mistake of requiring the hogs to live on the
pasture alone should not be made, nor should corn be the
the only food. For mature breeding stock, except sows
suckling pigs, the pasture, if good, and corn will suffice,
but for pigs and for milking sows something more is needThis additional food should be of the bone and muscle
ed.
forming sort, and may consist of skim milk and ground
peas, oats, or v/heat. Wheat bran and shorts are excellent,
but are usually too expensive to render them available in
One thing is certain, if we are to raise good
the South.
hogs that will pay the best profits, we cannot depend on
"Nature" unaided to furnish the entire food supply. No
matter how good the "mast," nor how luxuriant the pastare, the hog that is fed some grain ration in addition, will
pay the best profits. The brood sow and young pigs especially should receive something more than corn and pastOf those foods one or two of which
ure to do the best.
should be added, may be mentioned skimmed milk, peas,
The grains should be
oats, wheat, wheat bran, shorts, etc.
ground and mixed either with milk or water. In the South,

we believe that alfalfa or red clover for pasture and skimmed milk and corn, or peas and corn, the most available
foods for the brood sows and young pigs.

For

all

other an-
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imals there may be some doubt as to the economy of grinding the grain ration, but for the young pigs from two to
three months old there can be no question as to its advisability.
In fact it would pay every farmer who feeds a few
hundred bushels of corn annually to buy a mill and grind
coi'u, cobs, and shucks all together, by horse power, if no
other power was availabk\

PORK PRODUCTION.
The South

paying immense sums annually for
northern ham, bacon, and lard; but the time is not far distant when this condition of affairs will no longer exist.
There is ne good reason why a country so admirably adapted to hog raising should not, at least, produce its owm pork
supply; this is likely to remain a difficult task for Mississijjpi until packing and cold storage establishments become
more numerous. While it is notour purpose to discuss that
question here, it may be confidently asserted that their establishment- quickly follows the growing of good hogs in
any considerable numbers.
The hog that can be fed to the best advantage at present in this State is one farrowed in early March and slaughtered the following December or early part of January. At
ten months old he should weigh at least 300 pounds gross,
which is as large a hog as can be most profitably growm.
In this way the two months, January and February, during
which the keep of "hogs cost the most, may be avoided.
However, with our mild climate and facilities for producing
green feed any month of the year, fall litters of pigs may
be made profitable.
Under the system now in vogue a pig ten months old
will not w^eigh more than from 100 to 150 pounds, but this
is not the most profitable system of pork production.
A
compact, small boned, early maturing hog that will eat and
digest the la,rgest amount of food in the shortest length of
time wall usually make the greatest number of pounds of pork
at the least expense.
Therefore for the production of pork
the greatest needs of the South are better hogs and better
feeding.
A hog that has "lived on the range" until he is
two years old and is then fed a few bushels of corn before
being slaughtered may be a profitable hog, but he is not the
is still

most profitable. The agricultural sensationalist may talk
of producing pork at one-half cent per pound and on the
same basis counting nothing -for land and maintenace of

—
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pork may be produced for nothing-; but if
worth of feed produces a fifteen dollar hog the
profit is greater than on the seven dollar hog that costs
nothing. Our aim should be to secure a quicker return on
money by a more liberal system of feeding.
When at four or five months old the "pork hogs'' ag
separated from those that are retained for breeding stock,
a difference in the feeding of the two lots may be made.
From four to eight months old the pig should be allowed a
moderate corn ration and an abundance of such green foods
as red clover, alfalfa, grasses, peanuts, sorghum, etc. During the last two months, in addition to this green feed, he

breeding Stock
live dollars

should be allowed

all

the corn that he will eat.

CHOLERA.
Hog cholera is reported as prevalent in many secMuch of the disease reported is probtions of the South.
ably not true cholera, but its nature is such as to require
much

the same preventive measures.

In the

first

place

we

no known cure for hog
The man who buys cholera cures(?), and neglects
cholera.
the hygiene of the hog lot, is burning hard earned money
on the altar of his ignorance. After the disease once apwish

to state that there is positively

pears, medicine at best can only be of palliative value. It
cheaper, and better to take such care of the hogs
See
as to render the introduction of cholera improbable.
to it that not more than twenty -five hogs are allowed to run
avoid dusty sleeping quarters, and by all
in a bunch;
means keep them free from the characteristic southern hog
pool. It is no wonder that a mud-hole that has been polluted with animal excretions for years should serve as an excellent medium for the development of disease-producing
germs. These wallows which man 3^ people deem so essential to the existence of the hog in hot weather are his worst
enemies. In warm weather reasonably clear water for the
hog to go into is good (a bath is good for any animal), but
if he has good shade, and plenty of pure water to drink, he
can very well dispense with the water to lie in.
Be sure that the hogs have a variety of food, and sufficient of it to keep them in good condition.
Hogs that depend on a scant supply of corn alone, or are compelled to
get their whole living from a poor pasture, are in no
condition to resist the introduction of a disease. Give the
hogs green food, but along with it corn or other grain.
is safer,
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Keep in the pig lots, but under shelter,
as the following:
Charcoal,
Slaked lime
Hardwood ashes,
Salt

143

some such mixture
1

bushel

2 quarts
1

peck

1

quart

Break the charcoal up into small pieces with a shovel
and mix thoroughly. The hogs like it and it helps to keep
their digestive organs in good condition.
At least once a week wash and disinfect all feed troughs,
and sprinkle all low or filthy places in the lot with plenty

—

of lime or a solution of carbolic acid one part of the crude
Do not permit the mingling of
acid to twenty of water.
other hogs with yours, until they have been quarantined
If cholera is in the neighborhood
for at least thirty days.

do not permit any person to visit your lot who is not known
Keep the bowels open with
to be from an uninfected place.
If medicine is used Glauber salt is
feed or suitable medicine.
perhaps the best. It is also a good practice when there is
danger of infection to give, in slops, ten drops of carbolic acid
and twenty grains of copperas once or twice a day to each
150 pounds of hog.
In case cholera breaks out in the herd,
remove the well ones, not the sick, to another lot preferrably to higher ground.
If others become sick, again remove the well ones to new quarters.
A temporary fence
can be built at little cost, and may be the means of saving

—

several hogs.

Burn all the dead animals, and thoroughly disinfect the
Treatment of the diseased hogs
places, as advised above.
with any or all of the so-called "sure cures" is useless and
dangerous. The longer they live the greater the danger to
the rest of the herd

